CHAPTER    XXIV
THE BEGINNING OF TROUBLE
1906
THE Liberal party, which now for the first time for twenty years
found itself efiectively in power, was in a state of high exhilara-
tion when the new Parliament met for business on February 19, 1906.
Its overwhelming majority overflowed the Government benches,
thronged the side galleries and even invaded the Opposition side of
the House. Ministers regarded the scene with some misgiving. So
many ardent spirits panting to be at work on plans and programmes
which they regarded as of supreme importance, so many independent
minds claiming liberty to criticize and amend, had never in living
memory been ranged behind any Government. The business men,
bankers and financiers who had given a silent support to Unionist
Governments and limited thek activities to the division lobbies had
been largely swept away, and given place to a throng of ardent new-
comers determined to attend every sitting and seize every opportunity
of taking part in debate. How to satisfy them, how to avoid the
schisms and discontents to which great majorities, and especially
Liberal and Radical majorities, were liable were from the beginning
anxious questions for the new Ministers.
The temper of the new House was seen in the full-dress fiscal debate
with which it was thought proper to mark the return of a Free Trade
Government to power. Balfour after his defeat in Manchester had
found refuge in the City of London and had exchanged letters with
Chamberlain in the course of which he had been induced to say that
" the imposition of a small duty on corn was not in principle objection-
able." He now took the opportunity of re-defining his attitude for
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